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Structural Engineering may be said to be a mature discipline, since the basic ideas have been known for many

years. There is therefore a tendency in some quarters to think that research and innovation should not be a high priority.
However, from time to time it is prudent to assess which areas within the profession could benefit from additional guidance
or by the instigation of fundamental research. As a result, the Institution of Structural Engineers recently undertook a survey
in which its members were asked to identify those areas of professional practice in which they had experienced (or antici-

pate) difficulty in obtaining sufficient information (guidance) to complete their task.
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Topics could be grouped under four headings:
Eurocodes; Design for structural vibration;
Structural materials; and Sustainability.
Within this grouping, there were many re-
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For further information please contact
Berenice Chan, Technical Officer, Institution
of Structural Engineers (020 7201 9125; E-
mail: berenice.chan@istructe.org).



